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was acquainted with a European language. From
them I have also learnt that the Starovirtze of
Southern Russia had prepared a petition to the Czar,
praying to be allowed to emigrate into Turkey if not
permitted to follow in peace their religion at home.

The Greek Christians of Turkey are indeed them-
selves Starovirtze; they are under the Patriarchate
of Constantinople, and not under that of Kiof: but if
the Russian sway were established at Constantinople
the position of both would be identical: they actually
have become identified by a most extraordinary
revolution that has occurred in the last few years,
and which has rendered Constantinople the metro-
polis of the dissidents of Russia.

In treating of the Cossacks, I have shown how
they had met the attempts of the Russian Cabinet to
assimilate their political administration with that of
the remainder of the Empire. This population is
the stronghold of the Starovirtze: it was the extinc-
tion of that sect that the Government had chiefly in
view, and while it showed itself disposed and able to
resist administrative innovation, it was judged to be
more vulnerable in matters of religion. Between
the official and the old Church there was no dogmatic
difference; a new profession of faith was not re-
quired, and if the one priesthood could be substituted
for the other the assimilation was complete. This